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Table 8.B4.—Hospital Insurance and Supplementary Medical Insurance: Number of persons aged 65 or older enrolled, by 
age, sex, race, and census region, selected years July 1, 1966–98

 [In thousands]

Age, sex, race, and
census region 1966 1970 1975 1980 1984 1988 1990 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998

Hospital Insurance

Total ........................................................... 19,082 20,361 22,472 25,104 27,112 29,312 30,464 32,409 32,742 33,022 33,237 33,410
Age:

65–74 .............................................................. 11,990 12,316 13,426 14,894 15,805 16,916 17,394 18,094 18,063 17,984 17,858 17,719
75 or older ....................................................... 7,092 8,045 9,046 10,210 11,306 12,395 13,071 14,315 14,678 15,038 15,380 15,691

Sex:
Men ................................................................. 8,133 8,507 9,168 10,156 10,920 11,811 12,280 13,142 13,310 13,458 13,579 13,684
Women............................................................ 10,950 11,855 13,304 14,948 16,192 17,500 18,184 19,266 19,431 19,563 19,658 19,726

Race:
White ............................................................... 17,042 18,187 19,996 22,244 23,945 25,728 26,591 28,694 28,822 28,992 29,036 29,111
All other races ................................................. 1,445 1,608 1,870 2,160 2,374 2,688 2,931 3,015 3,127 3,236 3,043 3,151
Unknown ......................................................... 596 566 607 699 792 896 942 699 792 793 1,158 1,148

Census region:
United States 1 ................................................

1 Represents beneficiaries in the 50 states, District of Columbia, and with residence unknown.

18,798 20,015 22,062 24,617 26,587 29,282 29,866 31,765 32,093 32,361 32,567 32,729
Northeast..................................................... 5,021 5,202 5,511 5,915 6,241 6,553 6,702 6,953 6,976 6,984 6,975 6,968
Midwest ....................................................... 5,548 5,750 6,097 6,576 6,979 7,370 7,577 7,911 7,959 7,981 7,989 7,996
South ........................................................... 5,402 5,966 6,905 7,974 8,736 9,630 10,152 10,986 11,133 11,270 11,390 11,480
West ............................................................ 2,813 3,087 3,530 4,132 4,614 5,164 5,427 5,902 6,008 6,110 6,198 6,271

Supplementary Medical Insurance

Total ........................................................... 17,736 19,584 21,945 24,680 26,764 28,780 29,685 31,447 31,742 31,984 32,164 32,308
Age:

65–74 .............................................................. 11,186 11,873 13,215 14,726 15,633 16,482 16,747 17,318 17,260 17,154 17,007 16,854
75 or older ....................................................... 6,550 7,711 8,730 9,954 11,131 12,298 12,938 14,129 14,482 14,831 15,157 15,454

Sex:
Men ................................................................. 7,534 8,132 8,873 9,868 10,652 11,403 11,758 12,553 12,694 12,818 12,919 13,007
Women............................................................ 10,202 11,452 13,073 14,813 16,112 17,377 17,927 18,895 19,048 19,166 19,245 19,302

Race:
White ............................................................... 15,938 17,576 19,575 21,876 23,619 25,187 25,849 27,801 27,899 28,035 28,061 28,115
All other races ................................................. 1,264 1,472 1,781 2,114 2,358 2,704 2,910 2,915 3,028 3,136 2,914 3,020
Unknown ......................................................... 534 537 589 691 787 889 927 731 815 813 1,190 1,173

Census region:
United States 1 ................................................ 17,626 19,459 21,795 24,468 26,519 28,512 29,408 31,131 31,424 31,659 31,832 31,968

Northeast..................................................... 4,782 5,062 5,437 5,884 6,223 6,468 6,561 6,775 6,795 6,802 6,794 6,788
Midwest ....................................................... 5,172 5,594 6,007 6,520 6,944 7,281 7,450 7,748 7,784 7,796 7,799 7,801
South ........................................................... 5,012 5,786 6,845 7,949 8,735 9,560 10,005 10,747 10,879 11,004 11,110 11,190
West ............................................................ 2,653 3,012 3,488 4,095 4,601 5,145 5,385 5,852 5,953 6,046 6,117 6,179


